
 

 

On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.  

Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within them.”  John 7:37-38 

Spring 2019 

The Power of the cross 
  
The cross…it’s the greatest demonstration of God’s extravagant love for us. It is a reminder of Christ’s sacrifice poured out for us, while we 
were yet sinners, He died for us. He came to serve us in humility and He traded his life for us. He took on our sin, so we could receive 
abundant and eternal life when we repent of our sins and believe in Him. His death and resurrection made a way for us to be reconciled to 
our Heavenly Father.  By the blood Jesus shed on the cross, we are washed completely clean of our sin, as white as snow, and there is no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Isaiah 1:15. Psalm 54:1, Romans 8:1). Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever. He 
has conquered sin and death, and the Victory is won in Jesus Christ. He is Risen, alive, and with us always! What an amazing gift!  

 
The song, The Wonderful Cross, says it so well: 

  
When I survey the wondrous cross, On which the Prince of glory died, My richest gain I count 
but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride 

 
Oh the wonderful cross, Oh the wonderful cross. Bids me come and die, and find that I may 
truly live. Oh the wonderful cross, Oh the wonderful cross, All who gather here, by grace draw 
near and bless your name 

 
…Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
Thank you, dear Lord, for your love and sacrifice for us.  Thank you for all you are doing at 
Living Streams Ranch, to help your children find hope and healing in you. May you continue to 
receive all the glory, honor, and praise! May your streams of living water continue to 
flow freely, and set others free!  

 
Blessings,  
Deb Rotelle 
Executive Director 
Living Streams Ranch 

  

To hear how this ministry got started go to our 

website www.livingstreamsranch.org and click on 

the live podcast by Tyler Hunsberger.  
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                   My Amazing Transforation 
                                           Written by Rowan 

My relationship with God, and my overall attitude about myself, and surroundings, 
has improved greatly thanks to my summer experience at Living Streams Ranch. I 
went from someone that was undergoing many rough times the previous school 
year, to someone that was happy and glowing from the inside.  

 
During the end of my tenth-grade year, I was battling with Depression, and Anxiety, 
and did not know how to pull myself out of the deep and dark hole that I was in. It 
felt like I was stranded, despite the fact that my therapist, my loved ones, and my 
friends gave their utmost support towards me. I felt myself slowly slipping as I tried 
to find a way out of the sorrow filled and depressed part of my life. My mother was 
the one person that I could really talk to about my feelings, as well as her coworker, 
Tricia Escalante, who knows me so well. She knew immediately that I needed to 
speak to Deb and participate in her program. We jumped at the opportunity and 
contacted Living Streams Ranch right away. When I began my summer with Deb, I 
was nervous but also very excited. I knew it was going to be hard for me to express 
my feelings to someone that I had just met, but my first day arriving, I was greeted 
with friendly faces and warm gestures, and knew immediately that I was going to 
connect with Deb on a personal level.  

 
Throughout my summer I got to work with the horses, groom them, paint on them, and lastly, ride them! It was an experience that I 
would love to do again. We also talked about God, and how I can trust God with my Anxiety and Depression, and learn to give him my 
sorrows. Each week I felt myself getting stronger, and happier, and becoming a more mature and loving person. I was beginning to turn 
back into my old self, but even better. I was becoming a  
new me through my love of God. I knew that I could pray,  
and trust that God would listen. I could ask for forgiveness 
of my sins, and trust that God would forgive me. This new  
trust in God led me to disperse my love and influence to  
my family and friends around me. I would tell them of the 
 amazing encounters I had with God during my time with  
Deb. For instance, I painted a rainbow on Comet. That day 
in particular I was worried that God did not hear me, and  
kept asking, “Can God hear me when I ask for help.” I later 
 found out from Deb that a rainbow in the bible signifies  
that God is always with you and listening. I took that as a 
sign from God, to trust him and to ALWAYS speak to him  
as if he is a close friend that I can rely on to listen to my  
worries and problems. Another encounter was when Deb  
and I were in the woods sitting in front of the cross.  
We had just finished praying and a ray of light shown down 
on me, and only me. It was like God was telling me that 
I was a new me and to leave the past behind me. He  
taught me to love myself.  
 
I cherished my times at Living Stream Ranch, and recognized the wonderful things that Deb and her team do for people. Thank you, Deb, 
for helping me recognize that God was always there for me, just waiting, just waiting for me to talk to him and form a relationship.  
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Initial brokenness Finding HOPE in freedom 

Freedom in Christ! 



Christ Centered Therapy 
Written by Michelle Heaney 
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Debbie and her staff at Living Streams are so wonderful! They really love my children and helped them feel the love of Christ as they 
experienced some trials in the foster care program. The healing my girls received from this program was far more than any therapy they 
had attended in their past. As soon as I met Debbie, I felt the Holy Spirit upon her. She took me on a tour of Living Streams and we walked 
back to the cross and I was so overwhelmed by the love of Jesus, that I couldn’t help but cry. I know this was a real place of love and 
healing. I am forever grateful to everyone at Living Streams for all the love, prayers and support they gave my daughters. And of course, to 
all the gentle giants and the horsey play and fun they had! We love them all!  Blessings! 
  

Learning to let go and allowing god to lead 

Written by Rosie  

Since I started working at Living Streams Ranch my life has been changed! I had been through a 

lot in the past year and volunteering with a purpose made a huge difference in my life.   

  A year before learning about Living Streams Ranch, 

I was trapped in an abusive marriage out in 

Washington state. God worked miracles and He 

made a way for me to come home. Once I was 

home, I filed for a divorce and I started my senior 

year of high school. Although it was the most 

stressful time of my life, I graduated with my 

diploma, and I decided to take a gap year. In that 

time, I was introduced to Ms. Deb and I remember 

being so nervous about doing something different. 

But the second I stepped onto the property, I was 

filled with peace like I’ve never felt before. 

I started out volunteering with Ms. Deb and it was amazing to watch God use her to help me 
heal from my past.  I grew so much in myself and in God and He has shown me that I am 
capable of overcoming anything as long as I trust in Him. As time moved on, I was given the 
opportunity to lead two sessions and “WOW” … that was an amazing opportunity. I had no 
experience helping other people like that, but I learned to let go and let God lead. It has been 
quite the journey, but now, as I pursue Social Work, I know that God is with me every step of 
the way.  
 
I just want to thank Ms. Deb for believing in me and showing me who God really is. Thank you! 
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We are on our way to meeting our 2019 financial goal of $65,000.  Will you consider helping us stack our haybales 
so that our operating expenses will be covered and our services can remain free?   Each bale below represents 
$5,000 and as you can see, we are $20,000 into our goal.  Every dollar makes a difference at the Ranch.  Will you 
consider donating $20, $50, $100, or whatever amount God is laying on your heart?  Please see page 7 of this 
Newsletter for how to donate.   
 
Do you shop on Amazon?  Go to smile.amazon.com and select Living  
Streams Ranch as your charity.  Amazon will then donate a portion of your 
purchase dollars to the Ranch. 
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Fearful to fearless 
 

Written by Deb Rotelle 
  
Julia came to Living Streams Ranch full of energy and enthusiasm with a love for animals. On her first day, she emphatically stated she was 

NOT interested in riding a horse. She said she would touch them but never ride them. The Lord had a different plan for her! 

Each week we enjoyed time grooming and painting the horses, and talked about lots of fears she struggled with. By her second week, she 

was brave enough to sit on our pony, Comet, and take a short walk through a wooded trail while riding him.  The Bible verse we talked 

about each week was Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you, Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified or discouraged, for the Lord 

your god will be with you wherever you go.” As we spent more time together, Julia learned to trust the Lord with her fears, lay them down 

at the cross through prayer, and walk in faith as she tried new things.  She rode sitting backwards, picked out and cleaned big horse 

hooves all by herself, and even trotted on a horse. She also tried some amazing vaulting moves on the back of a horse. The Lord did a 

mighty work in Julia to develop trust, faith, and a surrendered spirit. I watched God take Julia from a place of fear in her own strength…  to 

fearless in Him. We had lots of smiles and giggles along the journey! After Julia finished her time at Living Streams Ranch, she signed up 

for horseback riding lessons at a local farm. Our God is mighty!! 

Julia, I am so thankful you chose to lay down your fears and trade them in for God’s courage, knowing He is always with you. He shines so 

brightly through you, and has an amazing plan for your life.  Keep walking in faith, and giggling and smiling along the way! I praise you 

Lord, for your healing power in Julia’s life, and for our precious time together☺ 
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“God will do anything to remind me He 

loves me.”  (15 yrs old) 

“To God be the glory for all He has done, is now doing, 
and is yet to do in this beautiful place.” (58 yrs old) 

  

“It’s fun and relieves stress.”  (11 yrs old)  

“I was reminded that God invites me to rest and live in the 

moment of His presence…the present, relying on Him only 

for the grace to handle every situation.” (36 yrs old) 

“Being able to slow down, take time away to renew my heart and mind each week was so beneficial and needed for 

me.  It helped me re-center and put some things into perspective…to remind me its ok to make time for myself and its 

even more renewing to make time to spend with God in fellowship.” (32 yrs old) 



 

 

Our Mission 

Living Streams Ranch is a Christian Non-Profit Organization founded 

on the love of Jesus Christ.  In faith we open our hearts and our 

ranch to children and women so that they might find hope and 

healing through equine related activities in God’s creation. 
Our Vision 

Living Streams Ranch seeks to see every person have a personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ, healed from the past, equipped to 

begin a new life and given hope for the future.  Our goals are to 

share the truth of the gospel, while providing a place where all 

people feel safe and accepted just as they are.  We pray the Ranch 

will be a place where individuals who come hurting will feel 

supported through life’s difficulties, and leave each week seeing 

their true identity, beauty and value as a loved child created by God.   

Our Core Values 

FAITH:  Jesus Christ is our Savior, Redeemer, Hope and Healer 
COMPASSION:  Accepting people where they are while supporting 
their growth in wholeness 
VALUE:  Honoring the intrinsic value of each person created by God 
in a grace filled environment 
SERVANTHOOD:  Serving people and doing all things with excellence 
to the Glory of God 
SAFETY:  Maintaining a place of physical, emotional and spiritual 
safety 

 

Support 

Living Streams Ranch is a Christian 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization 
that relies solely on the generosity of volunteers and donors.  The 
donations enable us to offer free services for all who attend the 
Ranch.  Would you consider becoming a volunteer or making a 
donation?  Volunteer applications are available on our website and 
we accept online donations at our secure giving site at:  
www.livingstreamsranch.org.  Checks made payable to Living 
Streams Ranch are also welcomed.  Please mail them to:               
2375 Schukraft Road, Quakertown, PA 18951 
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Board of Directors 
From left to right 

Back 
Wayne Rotelle - President 

Deb Rotelle – Executive Director 
Front 

Cindy Moyer – Secretary 
Tricia Escalante – Dictation 

Joel Derstine – Treasurer 
 

A very special THANK YOU to Richter Office Supply in Souderton PA for printing this newsletter. 

Devotionals used at the Ranch 



We hope you had a blessed Easter and are 

enjoying the new life spring brings! 

2375 Schukraft Road 
Quakertown, PA  18951 

 


